














North South Foundation
Enc�raging Excelence in Educati�

North South Foundation Fort Lauderdale, FL Chapter Announces 
2016 Area Regional Workshops & Contests for Indian American Children

Spelling Bee  Vocabulary Bee     Math Bee
Geography Bee      Science Bee

For further information and registration please visit www.northsouth.org 
Contact nsfbee.fl@gmail.com with any questions regarding the workshops & contests

North South Foundation (NSF), a volunteer driven non-profit 
organization established in 1989, organizes Educational Contests
in the US are designed to encourage academic excellence among 
Indian American children.

 

We conduct spelling, vocabulary, math, essay writing, public 
speaking, brain bee and geography bees. Some of the NSF 
children have achieved top ranks in the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee, MATHCOUNTS and National Geographic Bee.

To participate in the educational contests parents need to register 
their children on the NSF website www.northsouth.org. The site 
shows the details of contests in each city and the deadlines for 
registering for the contests.  For more information & registration, 
please visit www.northsouth.org or contact nsfbee.fl@gmail.com

Two-thirds of the contest registration fee is earmarked for providing 
college scholarships to needy children in India and is tax-deductible 
to parents. NSF has disbursed nearly 4700 scholarships in India 
so far.

The North South Foundation is a non-profit organization recognized 
as tax-exempt under Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3). All 
contributions made to NSF are tax-deductible.







T H E  “ H E Y,  L E T  M E  T R Y  T H E  S K A T E B O A R D ” 
C E N T E R  I S  N O W  O P E N .

Now’s the time for a new kind of emergency care. Designed for minimal waiting, in a comfortable, uncrowded, you-first 

environment. Welcome to the Emergency Center in Coconut Creek, a special extension of West Boca Medical Center’s Emergency 

Department. We’re a center dedicated exclusively to emergency care. It’s the comprehensive, 24-hour treatment and diagnostic 

services of a hospital emergency department – with the comfort and convenience a dedicated emergency center can offer. 

West Boca Medical Center’s Emergency Center in Coconut Creek. Complete, convenient emergency care that never closes. .  

N OW O P E N. O N 441 S O U T H O F T H E S AWG RA S S.

4890 State Road 7, Coconut Creek | ERCare247.com
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For a free first aid kit,  
please call 866.904.9262





















































Khaas Baat is a monthly publication that presents exclusive information and relevant news  
about the Indian American community in Florida, including Tampa/St. Petersburg/
Clearwater,  Fort Lauderdale/Miami, Orlando/Casselberry, Jacksonville, Gainesville, 
Lakeland, Ocala,  Melbourne, Fort Myers, Sarasota-Bradenton, and Tallahassee.

In addition to community news and events, Khaas Baat informs readers with regular 
columns on health, fashion, money matters, immigration, entertainment, Ayurveda, astrology,  
family matters and motoring, among other features. 

Khaas Baat is the ONLY publication in Florida with comprehensive coverage and information 
on South Asian community events.

Florida residents: For your annual subscription,  
please send a $18 check addressed to: 
KHAAS BAAT, 8312 WINdSOr BLuFF drIve, TAMPA, FL 33647 
with your name and address.

edITOr/PuBLISHer: NITISH S. reLe, M.A. IN JOurNALISM 
CreATIve dIreCTOr: TIM LANCASTer 
ASSOCIATe edITOr: SHePHALI J. reLe, M.A. IN JOurNALISM

Publication for the Indian American community in Florida.

For advertising rates and
information, call (813) 758-0518
(813) 758-1786 or e-mail
editor@khaasbaat.com
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NAVRATRI CONTINUES IN FLORIDA

Story, page 4

Continued on page 15

Shubh Diwali

ORLANDO/CASSELBERRY

Annakut celebrations will begin 

from 4 p.m. with cultural program 

on Nov. 5 at the Hindu Society of 

Central Florida (1994 Lake Drive) 

in Casselberry. For information, 

call (407) 699-5277, e-mail info@

hindutempleorlando.org, or visit 

www.hindutempleorlando.org

Gujarati Society of Central Florida 

will celebrate its 36th anniversary/

Bollywood Diwali Night on 

Oct. 29 at Hilton Orlando, 6001 

Destination Parkway. There 

will be social hour, dinner and 

entertainment. Bollywood actors 

Nargis Fakhri and Celina Jaitley 

will be present. Tickets for society 

members are $101 person; non-

members are $201 person; for 

information, call Arvind Shah 

at (863) 651-4418 or visit www.

gujaratisocietycfl.com

Orlando Marathi Mandal will be 

celebrating Diwali from 4 p.m. 

on Nov. 19 at the Hindu Society 

of Central Florida community 

hall, 1994 Lake Drive, Casselberry. 

For details, call (281) 912-4907 or 

e-mail orlandomarathi@yahoo.com 

Kids Diwali celebration will be 

on Oct. 23, Diwali and Chopda 

pujan on Oct. 30 and New 

Year/Grand Annakut the next 

day at Swaminarayan Mandir, 

1325 W. Oakridge Road, 

Orlando. For information, call 

(407) 857-0091. 

The Association of Asian 

Cultural Festivals will present 

its 19th annual free Diwali 

Mela from 4 p.m. on Oct. 22 

at Disney Amphitheater at 

Lake Eola, 101 Rosalind Ave.,

Orlando. For more information,

call Lallman Persaud at (407)

202-2161 or e-mail lmpersaud@

aol.com 

JACKSONVILLE

Gujarati Samaj of North East

Florida will celebrate Diwali on

Saturday, Oct. 29, at Morocco

Shine Center Auditorium,

3800 Saint Johns Bluff Road

S., Jacksonville. Doors open

at 3:30 with entertainment

from 5 followed by dinner and

dancing. For tickets and other

information, call (904) 307-8420

or visit www.gsnef.org

Also, the Indian Cultural Society

of Jacksonville will hold its

Absolute Diwali from 3:30 p.m.

on Nov. 13 at Morocco Shine

Center Auditorium, 3800 Saint

Johns Bluff Road S. There will

be food, dance and music.

Tickets are $30 per person. For

details, e-mail president@jaxics.

org or visit www.jaxics.org

SOUTH FLORIDA

FORT LAUDERDALE: The 

Indian Regional and Cultural 

Center will hold its Diwali 

festivities from noon to 10 

p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 12, at 

Broward County Convention 

Center, 1950 Eisenhower Blvd., 

Fort Lauderdale. The program 

will include Bollywood, folk, 

classical music and dance, IRCC 

Children Show, and dance 

competitions. Other attractions 

are food, fashion, jewelry, arts 

and crafts, henna, yoga, kids’ 

zone and raffle prizes. For 

information, call (954) 543-1539, 

e-mail board@irccflorida.com or 

visit www.irccflorida.com

TAMPA/PINELLAS PARK

Gujarati Samaj of Tampa Bay 

is hosting a Diwali Dinner 

and Annual Election on Nov. 

12 at India Cultural Center, 

5511 Lynn Road. The event, 

which begins at 4 till 11 p.m., 

is free to GSTB members; 

non-members are $20 per 

person. Entertainment will 

be by Orchestra Music Lovers 

consisting four musicians 

and four singers, including 

reality show singer Misbah 

Ali. Everyone is requested 

to report first to
 Hindu 

Temple Hall next door for 

passes and registration. For 

more information, call GSTB 

President Jigisha Desai at (813) 

731-7747. 

Here are some 

of the Florida 

communities 

celebrating the 

Festival of Lights

Classifieds
Business for sale  

Business 

Beat 12-13

MOTORING

Go for a spin in the Lexus GS350, 

 Acura MDX,  Accord coupe 

 and Toyota RAV4.

 Story, page 14
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And story deAdline: 
the 20th of every month for the 

following month’s issue. 
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