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Best Wishes! 

To the 
Festival of Lights 2012 

RAJMAAI 
Rajasthan medical alumni association 

Is 
Scheduling 24th Annual Medical Convention 

From  
August 1-4, 2013 

Venue: 
Exact location to be announced soon 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Organized by: 

Dr. Shobha Gupta           Dr. Vijay Gupta 
  954-665-7472             954-234-0805 

AND 

Local RAJMAAI Organizing Committee 
www.Rajmaai.com      email: Rajmaai2013@gmail.com  
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BELLE GLADE  |  BOCA RATON EAST  |  WEST BOCA  |  BOYNTON BEACH  |   JUPITER  |  PALM BEACH GARDENS  |  PORT ST. LUCIE  |  STUART  |  WELLINGTON

And May You Have 
a Prosperous New Year

At South Florida Radiation Oncology, we know the 

importance of  family. That’s why our team of  oncologists and 

cancer-care specialists works directly with you to develop a 

customized treatment plan that addresses your personal needs, 

your lifestyle and the needs of  your family.

Using the most sophisticated technologies in the world, we treat 

cancer effectively and compassionately in virtually any part of  

the anatomy, even those cancers previously diagnosed as 

incurable or untreatable.

No one likes to think about being stricken with cancer, 

especially during times of  celebration. However, if  the 

unthinkable does occur, South Florida Radiation Oncology 

is here to help you get well again and get back to your family. 

South Florida Radiation Oncology. 
Get back to living your life. 

TRUEBEAM ™

C YBERKNIFE ®

RAPIDARC ™

BRACHYTHERAPY

877.930.SFRO
www.sfrollc.com

(7376)



For more information, visit msmc.com 
 or call our physician referral line at 305.674.CARE (2273) 

Experience. Better Results.

Mount Sinai Medical Center’s partnership with 
New York’s elite Columbia University is the only 
Ivy League affiliation of its kind in South Florida. 
Our unique partnership in cardiology and urology means 
patients have access to research and advanced treatment 
options not available at other South Florida facilities.

Nirat Beohar, M.D.
Director,  

Cardiac Cath Lab

Columbia University 
Division of Cardiology 

Mount Sinai  
Heart Institute

Only One South Florida 
Hospital Offers 

Ivy League Backed Care

Akshay Bhandari, M.D.
Director, Robotic Urology 

Columbia University 
Division of Urology at 
Mount Sinai Medical  
Center



 

 

We Are Florida's Only Indian American - Owned Bank 

SBA and USDA Lender 

Still Lending and Going Strong …. 



       Physical Therapy:

•  Vestibular Therapy

•  Fall Prevention

•  Balance Training

•  Lymphedema Therapy 

•  Orthopedic Therapy 

•  Anodyne Therapy

           Skilled Nursing :
• Post Surgical Care

•  Infusion Therapy Team

•  Wound Care Team (with a WOCN)

•  Blood Pressure Monitoring

•  CHF Management (with Zoe Fluid Monitor)

•  PT/INR Testing ( Venipuncture or fingerstick 
coagucheck)

•  Lovenox Bridging 

•  Lovenox Assistance Program

•  Oncology

•  Diabetes Care

•  Medication Management

•  Psychiatric Nursing

•  Urology Services ( Non Invasive Bladder Scanner)

•  Certified Medicare Home Health Agency since 1989

•  ACHC Accredited

•  Here to help 24/7
•  We are here to help 365 days a year!

   Home Health Aide:

• ADL Assistance

     Occupational Therapy:

•  Home Safety Training

•  ADL Training 

•  Low Vision Therapy 

        Speech Therapy:

•  VitalStim Therapy

•  Dysphagia Management

     Medical Social Work :

• Community Resources

• Placement Assistance 

All Offices:

Boca/Delray 

Bradenton 

Brooksville 

Coral Springs 

Deland 

Fort Myers 

Daytona 

Gainesville 

Jacksonville 

Lake Worth 

Largo 

Maitland 

Melbourne 

Naples 

Orlando 

Okeechobee 

Palm Beach Gardens 

Palm Coast 

Palm Harbor 

Pembroke Pines 

Port Charlotte 

Port St. Lucie 

Sarasota 

Sebring 

Sun City 

Tampa 

Titusville 

The Villages 

Vero Beach 

Winter Haven 

Supporting 
Physicians and 

their patients 
since 1989!

HHA#: 299992262

Contact us for support today!
  BROWARD phone (954) 344-5220 fax (954) 344-5228 www.nurseoncallfl.com

http://www.nurseoncallfl.com
http://www.nurseoncallfl.com




 

      

 

      MUCH MORE THAN AN ACCOUNTING FIRM 
                 Accounting | Tax Returns | Consulting 
                            For Businesses & Individuals 
 

     

 

 

- Raju Maniar 

7737 N. University Dr., Ste. 201 
Tamarac, FL – 33321 
raju@cpa-mm.com 
954 752 7266 | 954 345 0115 
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• Convient Location
• On-Site Specialist 
• Family-Friendly Environment A FULL SERVICE PRACTICE

• Ask about our referral program.
• Coral springs Smiles offers a 
  In-House Dental Plan
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

To schedule an appointment, Call us at (954) 757-5353

OFFICE HOURS : Monday - Friday • 9am - 6pm  |  Saturdays by appointment only
OFFICE LOCATION : 2410 N University Drive, Coral Springs, FL 33065
office@coralspringsmiles.com  |  coralspringsmiles.com

Your Partner for a Bright & healthy Smile

Healthy Smiles, Healthy Life
Welcome to a higher level of  comfort from a kinder, gentler dentist.

COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL & PREVENTATIVE CARE

Emergency Care   |   Family Dentistry

COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Bonding  |  Bridges / Crowns  |  Tooth Whitening  |  Veneers

RESTORATIVE TREATMENTS
Dental Implants    |   Replace Missing Teeth 
Partial’s and Denture’s

Experience Brighter, Whiter 
healthy teeth & gums

Dentistry by
Dr. Payal Anand, DDS

Tired of waiting in Crowded dental offices?
Schedule Your Visit Today!

NEW PATIENT INVITATION

FREE CONSULTATION
FOR PROFESSIONAL DENTAL CARE, DENTURES, IMPLANTS & CROWNS / VENEERS

SERVICES INCLUDE
General Dentistry   |   Cosmetic Dentistry
Dental Implants   |   Periodontics  |  Wisdom Teeth Extractions



Khaas Baat is a monthly publication that presents exclusive information and relevant news  
about the Indian American community in Florida, including Tampa/St. Petersburg/Clearwater,  
Fort Lauderdale/Miami, Orlando/Casselberry, Jacksonville, Gainesville, Lakeland, Ocala,  
Melbourne, Fort Myers, Sarasota-Bradenton, and Tallahassee.

In addition to community news and events, Khaas Baat informs readers with regular columns  
on health, fashion, money matters, immigration, entertainment, music, Ayurveda, astrology,  
real estate and technology, among other features. 

Khaas Baat is the ONLY publication in Florida with comprehensive coverage and information  
on South Asian community events.

Florida residents: For your annual subscription,  
please send a $12 check addressed to: 
KHAAS BAAT, 18313 CYPRESS STAND CIRCLE, TAMPA, FL 33647 
with your name and address.

EDITOR/PUBLISHER: NITISH S. RELE, M.A. IN JOURNALISM 
CREATIVE DIRECTOR: TIM LANCASTER 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR: SHEPHALI J. RELE, M.A. IN JOURNALISM

Publication for the Indian American community in Florida.

For advertising rates and
information, call (813) 758-0518
(813) 758-1786 or e-mail
editor@khaasbaat.com

PRESORTED

STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT NO. 489

TAMPA, FLORIDA

Inside:

Khaas Baat

18313 Cypress stand CirCle

tampa, Fl 33647
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TAMPA INDIA FESTIVAL MARKS  

SILVER JUBILEE NOV. 2-3

ORLANDO/CASSELBERRY

The Gujarati Society of Central Florida will hold Garba from 9 p.m. on 

Oct. 19-20 and Oct. 26-27 at Lyman High School, 865 S. Ronald Reagan 

Blvd., Longwood. It is fre
e for society members. Non-members pay $25 per 

person per day. For information, call Nilkanth Kapadia at (407) 832-3835, 

Sunil Patel at (407) 474-4773, Sunil Panchal at (386) 479-3055, e-mail info@

gujaratisocietycfl.com or visit www.gujaratisocietycfl.com

TAMPA/PINELLAS PARK

The Gujarati Samaj of Tampa Bay will celebrate Navratri on Oct. 12-13 (Babra 

and Party group), Oct. 19-20 (Star Group from Bombay) and Oct. 26-27 (Melody 

Group from Baroda) at the Florida State Fairgrounds, 4800 N. U.S. 301, Tampa. 

The 8 p.m. to 3 a.m. event is free for Samaj members. Non-members pay $15 per 

night and students pay $10 per night. For more information, call Samaj President 

Chetan Shah at (727) 688-6149 or visit www.gujaratisamaj.org

SOUTH FLORIDA

CORAL SPRINGS: The Indian Religious & Cultural Center (IRCC) and South 

Florida Leuva Patidar Samaj will celebrate Navratri 8 p.m. to 1 

a.m. on Oct. 19-20 and Oct. 27 at Coral Springs Charter School 

Gymnasium, 3025 N. University Drive, Coral Springs (southeast corner 

of Sample and University drives). Attendees are urged to note that this is a 

new location for Navratri from previous years. Advance tickets are $25 for 

three days or $10 per day at gate; senior is $5 per day. For other information, 

call (954) 543-1539, e-mail board@irccflorida.com or visit www.irccflorida.com

KUCHIPUDI 

DANCER TO 

PERFORM 

OCT. 11-13 IN 

SARASOTA

 Story, page 25.
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Continued on page 25

Festival Chairman 

Pradip C. Patel

Florida communities celebrating the  

festival of nine nights include:

Shubh Navratri

By NITISH S. RELE

India Festival in Tampa 

will celebrate its 25-year 

anniversary Friday, Nov. 2, 

and Saturday, Nov. 3, at 

Florida State Fairgrounds. 

Started in 1988, “we had 

no idea that we would be 

celebrating its silver jubilee 

in 2012,” said festival 

Chairman Pradip C. Patel. 

“Dr. Kiran C. Patel’s vision was to have an annual event that would help to 

build an India Cultural Center. Now, attendance has grown to more than 10,000 

people.” The annual event is organized by the Gujarati Samaj of Tampa Bay. 

Continued on page 25

Photo credit: Shriyan Photography
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Advertising  
and story deadline: 
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South Florida

Plantation
8430 West Broward Blvd.
Suite 200
Plantation, FL 33324
954-472-8355

Miami
9000 SW 87th Ct.
Suite 114
Miami, FL 33176
305-274-0443

Plastic surgery is a field that allows a skilled 
surgeon to combine science with art, 

technology with technical ability, and passion with 
creativity.”—Shashi Kusuma, MD

Artistry You Can See, 
Experience You Can Trust
Plastic surgery can enhance, reconstruct, and rejuvenate your 
entire body…and your self-esteem. Seeking refinements is 
becoming more commonplace than ever before, but not all 
procedures—and not all surgeons—are created equal. 

“P
lastic surgery is an intricate, multidimensional 
surgical subspecialty,” says Shashi Kusuma, 
MD, Founder and Medical Director of Suria 
Plastic Surgery. “For optimal outcomes, 

it’s essential that the surgeon have knowledge of both 
the artistic cosmetic side of the specialty, as well as the 
technically challenging reconstructive procedures.”

Dr. Kusuma offers wide-ranging cosmetic and 
reconstructive services to address 
all needs, though he is particularly 
passionate about rhinoplasty (nose 
surgery), eyelid surgery, facial 
rejuvenation, and aesthetic and 
reconstructive breast surgery. The 
key, he notes, is approaching each 
procedure with comprehensive, artistic, 
functional, and anatomical perspectives: 

“If a patient presents for an aesthetic 
rhinoplasty, for example, I can also 
address any functional components to 

help the patient breathe and function better.”

The Journey to Transformation
Plastic surgery can be life changing, Dr. Kusuma reminds: 

“We’re dealing with people—not just noses or breasts—and 
these people will experience emotions along with their 
physical change.”

That’s why Dr. Kusuma conducts multiple consultations 
with each patient prior to surgery to discuss the goals, 
expectations, and recovery process associated with the options.

“We take our time,” he notes. “I educate each patient 
about the treatment process from multiple angles—
physiological, aesthetic, emotional. Then I recommend a 
treatment plan.”

Conservative and minimally invasive approaches are 
always considered first, and natural outcomes are a top 
priority: “We try to help patients become the best natural 
version of themselves, not to look like other people.”

A Doctor for Your Lifetime
With a dizzying array of gimmicks on the market, it can 
be hard to decipher the best—and safest—route to the 
results you desire. Instead of quick-fixes and unrealistic 
promises, Dr. Kusuma relies on facts and scientific data to 
employ only the most proven techniques and state-of-the-
art technology.

“I’m not a one-time doctor, I’m a lifetime 
doctor,” concludes Dr. Kusuma. “Patients and 
their families come back to me time and again 
because we’ve developed a relationship, and 
they trust my guidance.

“We can handle almost anything, and 
patients know we’ll take great care of them.”

Shashidhar 
Kusuma, MD
Board Certified: 

American Board 
of Plastic Surgery

American 
Board of 
Otolaryngology 

Get the free mobile app 
at http://gettag.mobi

Scan this tag 
to learn more 
about Suria 
Plastic Surgery.

SuriaPlasticSurgery.com

As Seen In







Project1:Layout 1 10/28/12  9:35 AM  Page 1



Wishing You
A Very Happy Diwali

&
A Prosperous New Year!

Mohit Gupta, MD
Anmol Gupta

Bharat K. Gupta, MD
Achala Gupta
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